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MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES

Autism
Fotential 5ymptom5/ (auses

AL A total of six (or more) items from (1), (2), and (3), with at least two from (1), and one
each from (Z) and (5):
i. qualitativc impairmcnt in social interaction, as manifested ]33 at least two of the
Fo”owing:

a. marked impairment in the use of multiple nonverbal behaviors such as
cyc~to~cye gaze, facial cxPrcssion, body Postures, and gestures to
regu]ate social interaction

b. failure to clcve]op peer rclationships aPProPriate to deve]opmen’ca] level

c. alack of spontaneous seeking to share crjogment, interests, or
achievements with other PCOPIC (c.g, 139 alack of showing, bringing, or
Pointing out objccts of interest)

d. lack of social or emotional recip’ocitg

2. qualitativc impairmcnts in communication as manifested bg at least one of the
Fo”owing:

a. deiag in, or total lack oxc, the dcvelopment of sPokcn Ianguage (not
accompaniecl bg an attcmpt to compensate through alternative modes
of communication such as gesture or mime)

b. inindividuals with aclequate sPeec}nJ marked imPairment in the abi]itg to
initiate or sustain a conversation with others

c. stereotm:)cd and rePetitivc use of language or idiosyncratic ianguage
lack of varied, spontancous make-believe P133 or social imitative Play
aPProPriate to cleve]opmenta] level

3. restricted rePetitive and stereotgped patterns of bel—lavior, interests, and
activities, as manifested bg at least one of the Fo”owing:

a. cncompassing Preoccupation with one or more stereotgpccl and
restricted patterns of interest that is abnormal either in intensity or
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b. aPParently inflexible adherence to spechcic, nonfunctional routines or
rituals
c. stereotm:)cd and rePetitivc motor mannerisms (e.gi, hand or]cingcr
ﬂaPPing or twisting, or comP]ex wholeroclg movements)
d. Persistent Preoccupation with parts of objects
B. Delays or abnormal Functiom’ng in at least one of the Fo”owing areas, with onset Prior
to age 5 years: () social interaction, (Z) language as used in social communication, or
() sgmbolic or imaginative Play.
C‘ Ti‘xe disturbance is not better accounted for }33 Rett's Disorder or Cl—lilc”’]ood
Disintegrative Disorder.

Alternative (auses

Other Pervasive Developmental Disorders; Rett's Disorder; Childhood Disintegrative
Disorder; Asperger’s Disorder; Sclﬂizopl—lrenia; Se]ective Mutism; Expressive Language
Disorder; Mixed Receptive-I” xpressive |_anguage Disorder; Mental Retardation;
Stereotypic Movement f"]abit Disorder.



