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Above all else, guard your heart, for out of it flows the Yy/ellspring of life.
Jvoverbs 4.23

MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES

Qppositiona/ Detiant Disorder
Fotential 5ymf>tom5 (Causes

A A pattern of negativistic, hos’ci]e, and defiant behavior lasting at least 6 months,
during which four (or more) of the Fo”owing are present:
i. oftenloses tempcr
often argues with adults
often activelg defies or refuses to comp19 with adults’ requests or rules
often de!iberate]y annoys People
often blames others for his or her mistakes or misbehavior
is often touchg or easi]9 annoyed bg others

is often angry and resentful

S BN A

is often spitegu] or vindictive

Note: (_onsider a criterion met onlg if the behavior occurs more Frequcntlg than is

tgpica”g observed in individuals of comParable age and c]evc!opmenta] level.

B. Tl‘xe disturbance in behavior causes clinica”y signhcicant impairment in social,
academic, or occupationa] Functiom’ng.

C‘ Tl‘xe behaviors do not occur exclusively &uring the course of a Fsgcl—lotic or Mood
Disorder.

D. Criteria are not met for Conduct Disorder, and, if the individual is age 18 years or

olc{er, criteria are not met for Antisocial Fcrsonalitﬂ Disorder.

Alternative (auses

Conduct Disorder; Mood Disorders; Fsgchotic Disorders; Attention-
De?icit/HyPeractivitg Disorder; Mcnta! Ketarclation; imPairecl ]anguage comPrehension;

tgpical feature of certain dcvclopmcntal stagcs.



